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Introduction 

The Prague Quadrennial (Quadrennial of Performance Design and Space) is a major international event in the 
area of scenography and theatre architecture. Since its creation in 1967, it has been exploring scenography 
as a transdisciplinary field, where performing or visual arts, or indeed architecture, operate and converge. 
The Prague Quadrennial, under the auspices of the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, is realised by the 
Prague Arts and Theatre Institute. An international team ensures the artistic direction. 

The event, which takes place on the site of the Prague Exhibition Grounds (Výstaviště Praha), comprises seven 
exhibitions, including a presentation of works realised by students, as well as residencies, workshops, 
conferences and discussions. It is open both to the general public as well as to professionals, for whom it 
represents an interesting opportunity for networking, exchange and training. The main event is the «Exhibition 
of Countries and Regions», a competition which presents the work of artists of more than 60 countries. Pro 
Helvetia is responsible for the Swiss contribution to this event. 

For more information on the venue, please visit the site map 
https://prohelvetia.ch/app/uploads/2017/10/map_of_exhibition_area_pq_2019.pdf  

The fourteenth edition of the Prague Quadrennial, PQ19, will take place from 6 to 16 June 2019 and is entitled 
«Imagination, Transformation and Memory».  

For more information about the general concept of the event and its artistic direction, please visit 
www.pq.cz/en 

Pro Helvetia 
Mandated by the Swiss Confederation, the Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia supports and disseminates Swiss 
arts and culture. Pro Helvetia has a worldwide reach through its offices abroad and stimulates cultural 
production with its initiatives. Pro Helvetia is responsible for the Swiss contribution at the Venice Biennales 
and at the Prague Quadrennial. 

Artistic concept of the «Exhibition of Countries and Regions» 

(www.pq.cz/en/transformation; extract from the call for proposals published by PQ19) 

The concept of «Transformation» is concerned with the core of the creative process, where artists develop 
strength, confidence, and the ability to discover anew within the limitations of the professional task. It is about 
the exciting process of surpassing the individual personality and the realisation of the power of shared 
awareness and the collective vision of a group. In this section, we will strive to inspire by looking for the best 
samples of outstanding collaborative performance design and architecture, where experience and deep 
understanding played a major role in its successful realisation. The focus will be on in-depth explorations of 
the possibilities within the limitations of each task, where the limits determine new styles, engender new 
forms, and give impulse to new creation. 
 
The «Exhibition of Countries and Regions» has been at the heart of Prague Quadrennial since it was first 
established in 1967. This exhibition, like the young designers’ exhibition, will be organised by PQ in 
collaboration with the national and regional curators.  
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The quadrennial effort of each participating country and region needs to capture and share the essence of 
current trends that reflect contemporary views, thoughts, and artistic developments in performance design 
realised in the past six years in theatres or other sites adapted by scenographic means. The main focus will be 
on the performance design as a strong integral element of performance as opposed to conceptual, directorial 
or dramaturgical approaches where performance design plays a subservient role.  
 
This exhibition also becomes the main meeting forum of the PQ where all national and regional exhibitions will 
share the same site. This site is connected with the history of PQ and is filled with memories of spaces ranging 
from a colourful cacophony of shapes and pavilion walls to more immersive spaces and unique shapes without 
enclosures, walls and scenographic «fences». We would like to encourage the curators and their teams to look 
at the exhibition design not as a separate entity, but rather as a site-specific collaborative scenographic task.  
 
We live in a world that is rapidly changing; where the topic of borders, individual and collective identity, cultural 
thresholds, fast paced movement across boundaries and constant reframing of realities are woven through 
our thoughts and our lives.  
 
The tensions between local and global, international and national are rising in many parts of the world and the 
question of identity and the border between what is familiar and what is seen as 'the other' is going through a 
complex evolution that brings both uncertainty and new creative energy.  
 
Even though we are returning to the Industrial Palace exhibition hall, where many past PQ exhibitions took 
place, we cannot and should not go back in time; nostalgia can be a dangerous thing. Let's not go back to the 
past era of exhibition pavilions as walled off spaces that often presented only surfaces and brought only 
glimpses of performance moments that are difficult to grasp. This time the theme of borders, and the 
thresholds between imaginary and physical spaces, should lead our thoughts about the space we are going to 
share.  
 
Every part of the scenographic universe, created to be experienced by the performer and audience, matters. 
In performance design/scenography, every object, every sound, every figure and audience member plays an 
important role in the overall structure of its complex emotional composition. Each scenographic universe is 
orchestrated to stimulate the participant's mind, engage the imagination and create a memorable experience. 
And yet when we have to go back and re-create the essence of what we experienced in order to communicate 
the emotions to others, we face a complex problem: How can we recreate a moment that has passed for 
others to encounter? How do we preserve the emotional signatures of outstanding performances created in a 
specific locality, whilst finding inspiring ways to communicate its unique message to global audiences?  
 
We would like to encourage a dialogue, collaboration and an environment that is purely scenographic, where 
every element has a meaning, where every shape and object was carefully chosen with a purpose. We are not 
interested in creating a series of small exhibition sub-spaces, but rather one scenographic landscape, 
containing distinct places where different kinds of experience are offered. 
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Competition for the Swiss contribution at the «Exhibition of Countries and Regions» 
PQ 2019 

Pro Helvetia is responsible for the organisation of the Swiss contribution at PQ19 (conducted jointly by the 
visual arts and theatre departments).  

For this reason, the foundation launches a competition open to teams of persons who are active in the field of 
visual arts, theatre, design, architecture, etc. in Switzerland. 

The «Exhibition of Countries and Regions» will be presented from 6 to 16 June 2019 at the Exhibition Grounds 
Centre (Výstaviště) in the Industrial Palace (Průmyslový palác).  Each country or region will have a 5m x 5m x 
8m space inside of this structure at its disposal. The exact locations of the countries and regions have not yet 
been attributed at the moment of the launch of this competition.  

In addition to the exhibition space reserved for Switzerland in the Industrial Palace (Průmyslový palác), it is 
possible to occupy other places in the city, in particular in Prague’s seventh district (Praha 7). PQ19 does not 
assume any organisational responsibility for the projects that are realised outside the Exhibition Grounds 
(Výstaviště). However, Pro Helvetia is willing to offer organisational support.   

Goal of the Swiss contribution 
The Swiss contribution, preferably the result of work by a transdisciplinary team, represents a relevant and 
topical input for the international discourse on scenography (performance design) and for the practice of the 
scenography in Switzerland.  

It places emphasis on scenography regarded as a constitutive and determining principle rather than as an 
element at the service of dramaturgy, staging or of a concept. 

It fits within the context of the Prague Quadrennial and the thematic framework defined by PQ19.  

It is intelligible and perceptible in the frame of a large event and in complex exhibition conditions (numerous 
contributions by different neighbouring countries and regions within the same structure). 

Participation in the competition 
The competition is open to teams of persons residing in Switzerland and /or active in Switzerland in the visual 
arts, theatre, design and architecture or in associated fields. 

Procedure 
A two-phase selective procedure will be applied, with a first open preselection round, followed by a second 
round where three teams will be chosen to develop and expand their projects. Those three teams will receive a 
payment of CHF 2,000 to cover expenses. A budget of CHF 200,000 is available for the realisation of the 
winning project.  

Application dossier 
The dossier presents the theme and the concept of the project and explains to what extent this project is to be 
read in an international context such as PQ19. It includes a description and formulates strategies regarding 
the occupancy of space and spaces, the form of the exhibition and the communication measures. It provides 
specific information on the realisation of the project in Prague and a presentation of the members of the team.  
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Dossier contents 
 Title, theme and concept of the project 
 Description of the project with remarks on the occupancy of the space or spaces, the form of the exhibition 

and on the communication measures 
 Brief biographies of the members of the team 
 Plan of the realisation on site in Prague (technology, installations, etc.) 
 Budget: fees, material and production costs of the works as well as the temporary installations, transport, 

equipment rentals, insurance, travel and accommodations, etc. 

Regulation  

Organisation 
The present competition is launched by the Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia, which is responsible for its 
conduct and successful completion. 

Address of the Organisation 
PQ19, Pro Helvetia, Swiss Arts Council, Hirschengraben 22, CH-8024 Zurich 
PQ19@prohelvetia.ch  

Type of competition and objective 
Project and realisation of the contribution to the «Exhibition of Countries and Regions» of the Prague 
Quadrennial 2019. Two-phase competition on a selective procedure basis. 

Participation 
By entering the competition, the jury and the participants confirm their acceptance of current regulations and 
proceedings. 

The competition is open to teams of persons who reside in Switzerland and /or who work regularly in 
Switzerland. The teams can be composed of artists, scenographers, designers, architects or others. They can 
be collectives who have already worked together or teams especially constituted for the project PQ19. 
Whatever the composition of the team, it must designate a leader. 

Replies to questions  
Questions concerning the competition can be addressed to PQ19@prohelvetia.ch until midnight on Sunday 12 
November 2017.  

The replies will be published on the portal www.myprohelvetia.ch on 17 November 2017 at noon and will be 
visible to all of the teams participating. 

Composition of the jury 
 Ute Haferburg, Director of Theater Chur, member of Pro Helvetia’s Committee of Experts 
 Stefan Kaegi, Stage Director and Author, member of the Rimini Protokoll Collective  
 Chantal Prod’Hom, Director of MUDAC Lausanne, member of Pro Helvetia’s Committee of Experts 

 
The jury reserves the right to consult external specialist advisors if necessary.  
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In the first round, the jury selects three projects. In the second round, Pro Helvetia’s management selects the 
winning project following the jury’s recommendations. 

Dates and deadlines 
 

Call for applications Wednesday 1 November 2017 

Questions Until Friday 12 November 2017 midnight, by E-
mail to PQ19@prohelvetia.ch 

Replies Friday 17 November 2017 at noon, online as a 
PDF on the portal myprohelvetia.ch, accessible to 
all of the participants in the competition through 
their login 

First round: Delivery of pre-qualification Sunday 7 January 2018 

Online until midnight 

Information to teams selected Monday 5 February 2018 

Public announcement of the 1st round results, by 
letter 

Friday 9 February 2018 

Presentation to jury of selected projects and 
feedback from jury 

Friday 9 February 2018 

Second round: Presentation of project to jury Saturday 10 March 2018 

Nomination of the project selected Wednesday 28 March 2018 

Feedback of the jury to the winning team Thurday 5 April 2018 

Development and production of the project with 
Pro Helvetia  

April 2018 to June 2019 

Official opening of PQ19 Wednesday 5 June 2019 

Publication of all of the projects of the first and 
second round on the website 
www.prohelvetiva.ch  

Wednesday 5 June 2019 

Documentation 
The information below is available on  
www.prohelvetia.ch/prague-quadrennial  

 Regulations of the competition 
 Artistic concept of PQ19 
 Photos and documentation of the site 
 General information on the Prague Quadrennial 
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Documents to be delivered  
First round, preselection 

The dossier must contain the following information: 

 Title, theme and concept of the project 
 Description of the project with remarks on the occupancy of the space or spaces, the form of the 

exhibition and of the communication measures 
 Brief biographies of the members of the team 
 Plan of realisation on site in Prague (technology, installations, etc.) 
 Budget: fees, material and production costs of the works as well as the temporary installations, 

transport, equipment rentals, insurance, travel and accommodations, etc. 
 Illustrations such as sketches, drawings, photos, etc. 

 
Second round, development of 3 preselected projects 
The list of the documents to be provided will be communicated to the selected teams after the first round. 

Assessment criteria 
 Relevance and topicality at an international level and in relation to Switzerland 
 Importance and innovative quality of the scenography (performance design) 
 Capacity to overcome constraints of the exhibition space exhibition 
 Integration in the concept of the Exhibition of Countries and Regions of PQ19 
 Communication, legibility and capacity to address a wide international audience 
 Compliance with the budget of CHF 200,000, including fees, material and production 

Price  
A lump sum of CHF 2,000 will be offered to the pre-selected teams to cover all expenses incurred.  

Communication 
The jury’s decision after the first round will be communicated to all of the teams in writing, as will the decision 
by Pro Helvetia’s management following the jury’s recommendations after the second round. All of the project 
submissions of the first and the second round will be published online on the website www.prohelvetia.ch with 
the opening of Quadrennial 2019. 

Realisation of the winning project  
The team selected will work in collaboration with Pro Helvetia’s PQ19 project manager who will assist it with 
the management, production and promotion of the exhibition.  

Place 
The legal venue is in Zurich. 

Language 
The official languages of the competition are German, French, Italian and English. 


