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FAQ - START: curatorial project development 
 

I am still at the beginning of my cross-regional curatorial activities — is this support measure intended 
to help ‘START’ my career as a curator? 
The term ‘START’ does not refer to the beginning of a career, but to the initial phase of a project. It is a 
support measure for research, project development and first experimental implementation processes. It is 
aimed at both promising emerging curators and established curators. Applicants must meet the general 
requirements. 

I am permanently employed as a curator at an institution. Can I still apply for this support measure? 
This measure is intended to support freelance curators and those working part-time (less than 60%). The 
research must relate to the initial phase of a self-initiated project. 

Can the initial phase of a publication project be supported? 
Yes. 

What costs are covered by this support measure? 
‘START: curatorial project development’ supports the initial phase of a project. The grants are intended to 
cover the cost of fees, travel, rental, and material costs incurred during research for future exhibitions or 
publications. The submitted budget can outline the total project costs, but emphasis will be placed on 
expenses directly related to the initial phase of the project. The maximum grant amount is CHF 5,000. 

How specific does my research goal need to be? 
‘START: curatorial project development’ aims to enable research forming the basis of exhibitions, events or 
publications. No specific implementation or presentation is required at the time of application, but the 
motivation and interest in the research project must be clearly stated, including the budget and an 
approximate time schedule. 

What results should I present to Pro Helvetia at the end of the research? 
As with all our support measures, we require final documentation and a financial report (budgeted versus 
actual costs) upon completion of the research project. 

Should I submit my application for the ‘START: curatorial project development’ support measure or as a 
‘Global research trip’? 
Pro Helvetia's support measure for ‘Global research trips’ is open to all disciplines supported by the 
foundation. Its primary aim is to allow for the establishment and expanding of networks while conducting 
research within a specific local context. On site, applicants are accompanied by a coach and introduced to 
the respective local scene. 

In contrast, ‘START: curatorial project development’ focuses on the initial phase of projects in the visual 
arts. While travel and exchanges with experts may be part of the artistic research, the project does not 
need to include stays abroad or networking. 

How do I calculate my fee? 
Please consult the field-specific recommendations of Visarte Switzerland. 

Can I submit multiple ‘START: curatorial project development’ applications for different research and 
development phases of a project or for several curators involved? 
No, only one ‘START: curatorial project development’ application can be submitted per project. 

 

https://prohelvetia.ch/en/general-requirements/
https://prohelvetia.ch/en/general-requirements/
https://visarte.ch/de/dienstleistungen/kuenstlerhonorare/leitlinie-honorare/
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I am currently enrolled in a bachelor’s or master’s programme at an art university. Can I submit an 
application?  

No. Applications are not accepted while your studies are still in progress. ‘Start’ is exclusively aimed at 
curators who have completed their degree. 


