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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)
on co-creation

Questions related to eligibility

Who is eligible to apply for co-creation?

Co-creation grants can be received by two artistic partners who jointly develop the application and equally
share the lead of the project. One partner (either an individual artist, an artist duo or a collective) must be
based and active in the cultural scene in the region of one of Pro Helvetia’s liaison offices (find the full list of
eligible countries at the bottom of this page). The other partner (either an individual artist, an artist duo or
a collective) must be from Switzerland or based in Switzerland and presenting their work at recognised
Swiss venues with a cross-regional reach or visibly active in national networks.

What exactly is meant by the words ‘duo’ and ‘collective’?

The word ‘duo’ refers to two individual artists that work together under one name on a regular basis and
appear in the public as an artistic duo. A ‘collective’ means a group of two or more individual artists
working together under one name on a regular basis. This can also be a theatre company, a dance group, a
band or a collective of writers etc.

Can three or more partners apply for a co-creation grant?
No, only application from two partners are accepted. Applications from more than two partners are not
taken into consideration.

Is it allowed to include artistic contribution from a third party?

Yes, as long as the two partners who apply together are clearly in the artistic and organizational lead of
the project, it is allowed to include additional contributors (e.g. light designer, sound technician, musician,
service provider, etc) to the project. However, it must be clear that these contributors are not co-leading
partners.

One of the criteria for the co-creation grant is that both partners have to share the lead of the project.
What does that mean?

To share the lead of the project means that both partners jointly develop, shape, and drive the project from
start to finish. The project idea and concept should be co-owned by both partners, based on work they
carried out together after their initial encounter. Each partner must be actively involved in developing the
concept and contributing artistically to the co-creation process. Both should have an equal voice in all
decision-making and hold shared ownership of the creative process as well as the final outcome.

Can cultural practitioners who are not artists (e.g. curators, programmers) apply for co-creation?

No, the co-creation grant is aimed at artists and artistic collaborations. Curatorial projects cannot be
supported.

Can a festival or an institution apply for co-creation?

No. Both partners must be either individual artists, artist duos or collectives (see definition above).

If neither of the two partners has participated in a residency or research trip supported by Pro
Helvetia, can they still apply for co-creation?

In that case, two partners can only apply if they can present a track record of previous collabarations with
each other.
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Do you grant retroactive contributions for projects who are already underway?

No, only projects who start in October 2026 or later can be supported.

If one has already received co-creation support in the past, can they apply again for co-creation?

Yes, it's possible to apply again with a new project, as long as the past co-creation project has ended at the
time of the deadline of the new co-creation call (final report of the old project has to be submitted).

Can one submit more than one co-creation application in the same year?

No, we only accept one application per artist per year, i.e. per open call.
Can | apply for two different measures with my project (e.g. for co-creation and for a work grant)?

No, you have to decide.

Questions related to content

Do the outcomes of co-creation projects have to be publicly presented?

Yes, after the completion of the co-creation process, the two partners are expected to present outcomes.
Formats of planned public presentations/activities may take various forms. These can include work-in-
progress public presentations (e.g. sharing of process, talk, workshop, open studio) as well as
presentations realized with an external partner in the framework of its programming (e.g. museum,
festival, etc.).

Is there a deadline by which the project must be finalised?
Yes. co-creation projects are expected to be finalised within 18 months.

Part of our project will take place outside of Switzerland and the Liaison Office's region. Can the project
still be funded through Pro Helvetia?

Yes, that's possible. However, Pro Helvetia cannot cover the parts of the project taking place outside
Switzerland or the Liaison Office's region.

Questions related to the application process and budget

Do both partners have to submit an application?

No, one application per project is sufficient. The application should be developed and written jointly and
submitted by one of the two partners through the Pro Helvetia application portal.

In what languages does the application have to be submitted?

Only English applications are accepted.

We intend to apply for an amount less than CHF 25,000. Is that possible?

Yes. The co-creation grant covers maximum CHF 25,000. We suggest adapting the budget according to the
planned programme.

If we apply for an amount of CHF 25,000, is it possible that the granted amount is less?

Yes. The CHF 25,000 is the maximum. Awarded grants of less can be decided on by Pro Helvetia.
Reductions can be considered in the following cases:

if travel costs exceed 40% of the budget

if no travel costs are included
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if the calculated working hours appear excessive

if it seems that the budget is stretched to its limit and is not suitable for the planned activity or creation

For a process-oriented project which has no co-funding, a smaller amount might be more appropriate,
whereas larger projects, which have solid co-funding are more likely to be supported with the full amount
of CHF 25,000.

Is parental support available for co-creation?

If travels abroad are part of the co-creation project, artists with childcare responsibility may apply for
financial support of up to CHF 1000 for one month (per artist). This grant can cover childcare costs, as well
as the travel and accommodation expenses of children and, if needed, a caregiver. The amount will be
adjusted according to the duration of travel (e.g., for a travel period of two weeks, CHF 500 will be
allocated).

Applicants must submit an approximate budget of all expenses in advance. The parental support is an
additional amount and should not be included in the Co-creation project budget.

Does the project have to be co-funded by another source to be eligible?

Co-creation projects don't need to prove co-funding to be eligible. However, if the number of applications is
very high, priority can be given to projects that demonstrate co-financing and/or in-kind contributions.

How does the selection process work?

The decision is made together by the specialists in the respective disciplines at Pro Helvetia in Zurich and
the liaison offices.

How long does it take for the decision to be communicated?

Applicants will be informed about the decision by October 15t
How do we calculate the fees for the two partners living in different contexts?

There is no guideline regarding the division of the fee. The two partners have to develop and agree on fees
which seem fair and appropriate for their collaboration.
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