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Artist-in residence programmes, tour contributions, composition 
commissions. Each year, Pro Helvetia provides support for hundreds of 
Swiss artists performing, displaying or working abroad. Our offices in the 
region offer assistance and contacts to the local arts scene. Several items 
in this Newsletter highlight such artistic projects outside Switzerland. 
Conversely, two literary critics, one German, the other French, present an 
outsider's view of the Swiss literary scene at the BucH.08 in Basel. Take a 
look for yourself! 
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Promotion of literature: view from the outside 
How far does Switzerland go? Pro Helvetia has invited two renowned 
literary critics to present their opinions on Swiss literature at the BucH.08 
literature festival in Basel. Patrick Kechichian from Le Monde and Thomas 
Steinfeld from Süddeutsche Zeitung will spotlight Swiss literature from a 
French and German perspective respectively on 14 November (14:00 - 
16:00). On the same occasion, Pro Helvetia will be awarding its 2008 work 
grants and publishing premiums. On BucH.08: www.buch08.ch 

High Priority Jazz Promotion: bands for 2009-2011 
Since 2005, Pro Helvetia has been granting selected Swiss bands support 
for the duration of three years with its «High Priority Jazz Promotion» 
programme, enabling them to work on their international career over a 
sustained period. Two bands have now been named for the 2009 to 2011 
period: the Colin Vallon Trio from Vevey with its high level of 
independence and maturity and a sound that is at once timeless and 
modern; and Leo Tardin Grand Pianoramax from Carouge/New York for 
their pioneering crossover between jazz, funk and spoken word. 

Cultural promotion laws: latest news 
On 30 September, the new laws on cultural promotion came up for debate 
at the National Council (Nationalrat). In its preparatory work, the 
commission responsible had integrated the Pro Helvetia law into the 
federal law on cultural promotion with the aim of achieving a clearer 
definition of who is responsible for what. The debates on these bills, which 
will have a decisive impact on the Arts Council's future organisation, will 
continue during Swiss Parliament's winter session. Pro Helvetia currently 
works on the basis of legal regulations dating back to 1965. The minutes 
of the National Council's debate can be accessed online at 
www.parlament.ch 

Pro Helvetia New Delhi: arts prize 
Pro Helvetia's liaison office in New Delhi helps promote contemporary arts 
work in India. In connection with the 60 Years jubilee of the Indo-Swiss 
Treaty of Friendship, it joined forces with the renowned art magazine ART 
India and the India Habitat Centre gallery in contributing to the fourth 
«Promising Artist Award». Pro Helvetia New Delhi will provide the financial 
means for the award winner to spend three months in Switzerland as an 
artist in residence. Further details: www.prohelvetia.in 

Zurich Ballet: exchange with China 
The Zurich Opera House Ballet will be presenting its «Midsummer Night's 
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Dream» at the 10th Shanghai Performing Arts Festival (15/16 November). 
This co-production between Heinz Spoerli's dance group and Chinese 
actors and musicians signals the start of Pro Helvetia's two-year «Swiss 
Chinese Cultural Explorations» programme. The Zurich Opera House is 
planning to invite Chinese artists for a guest performance in Switzerland in 
2010. More information on: www.prohelvetia.ch/china0810 

Sophie Hunger: successful CD 
It doesn't often happen that music commissioned by Pro Helvetia hits the 
charts. Yet Sophie Hunger, a young folk singer, achieved just that with her 
first studio album. «Monday's Ghost» went straight to the top of the Swiss 
Album Charts after its release on 10 October. The 25-year-old singer 
writes songs that are both distinctive and catchy. Listen in at 
www.sophiehunger.com 

South Africa: «The Road to Nieu Bethesda» 
Nieu Bethesda is a remote little town in the semi-desert not far away from 
Cape Town. Nine Swiss and eight South African artists will spend nine 
days together there exploring new ways of exchange and interaction 
between different languages, cultures and media. The outcome of the 
project will be presented to the public at the «bag factory» in 
Johannesburg on 13 November and in Switzerland some time in early 
2009. The arts magazine «KAP» is documenting the process. Further 
details at www.prohelvetia.org.za 

Ukraine cultural programme: festival and farewell 
A gig by Ukrainian rock band Mertvyj Piven in conjunction with writer Yuri 
Andrukhovich, a concert by the Kiev Chamber Orchestra with pieces by 
Honegger and Bloch, and an exhibition by young Ukrainian artists are the 
highlights of the arts meet in Kiev from 25 November to 1 December. It is 
the farewell flourish of the Ukraine office of the Swiss Cultural Programme 
in the Western Balkans and Ukraine (SCP), which will be closing after 10 
years of activities. Pro Helvetia's office in Warsaw will, in future, upgrade 
its contacts with the Ukrainian arts and culture scene. For details on the 
arts week in Kiev go to www.pro-helvetia.kiev.ua 

Istituto Svizzero: «Laboratorio di idee #3» 
The Istituto Svizzero in Rome is organising a platform for Swiss guest 
artists on 18 December, the third of its kind. This year's guests are: 
Raphael Cuomo, Maria Iorio, Luzia Hürzeler, Tomek Kolczynski, Boris 
Rebetez, Bohdan Stehlik and Una Szeemann. The «Laboratory of ideas» 
is more than a presentation of arts work. It also offers a forum for 
discussions among cultural practitioners, organisers and representatives 
of the local cultural scene. Further information at www.istitutosvizzero.it 

Cultural magazine Passages: misunderstandings 
«We get along well because we don't understand each other», the Swiss 
often say in jest. Even in an age of global dialogue, misunderstandings are 
an inevitable part of life. Pro Helvetia's cultural magazine Passages 
explores the creative potential of imperfect understanding and spotlights 
misunderstandings in world literature, the contemporary arts market, and 
between the cultures of East and West. The latest edition of Passages 
(German, French and English) is available online at 
www.prohelvetia.ch/passages/en 

Swiss dance and theatre: two DVDs 
Pro Helvetia has issued two new DVDs with an overview of the 
contemporary dance and theatre scenes in Switzerland. «Swiss Dance 
Selection 2008» and «Swiss Theatre Selection 2008» provide insights into 
some of the latest productions, featuring both established and up-and-
coming ensembles. A combination of texts, images and video sequences 
is used to portray the groups. The DVDs, which can be obtained free of 
charge, are primarily targeted at the programme managers of festivals and 

http://www.prohelvetia.ch/china0810
http://www.sophiehunger.com
http://www.prohelvetia.org.za
http://www.pro-helvetia.kiev.ua
http://www.istitutosvizzero.it
http://www.prohelvetia.ch/passages/en


theatre houses. 
«Swiss Dance Selection 2008» 
«Swiss Theatre Selection 2008» 

Pro Helvetia offices abroad: artists in residence 
Pro Helvetia's four liaison offices are seeking applicants for their artist-in-
residence positions. Recognised cultural practitioners from any of the arts 
disciplines who live in Switzerland can apply. Residencies, lasting three 
weeks to six months, are possible in Poland, Bulgaria, Romania, the 
Czech Republic, Egypt, India and the countries of Southern Africa. The 
application deadline for 2010/2011 is 1 February 2009. Further information 
and detailed conditions at www.prohelvetia.ch 

Istituto Svizzero in Rome: grants 
Das Istituto Svizzero di Roma (ISR) is offering 12 arts and research grants 
for artists or scientists under the age of 40 who are either Swiss citizens, 
residents of Switzerland, or associated with a Swiss institution. To qualify, 
applicants have to submit a project or a work schedule for the time to be 
spent at the ISR. As a rule, the grant covers the period of mid September 
to mid July, but a stay of just one semester is also possible. The deadline 
for application is 31 January 2009. For more details and the application 
form go to www.istitutosvizzero.it  

Sarukkai and Seiler: Talking about dance 
What do classical Indian and contemporary European dance have in 
common? What separates them? What do they owe their respective 
traditions? Questions of this kind will be asked at the panel discussion 
(G/E) organised by Pro Helvetia at the Rietberg Museum on 23 November 
in connection with the museum's «Shiva Nataraja: The Cosmic Dancer» 
exhibition. The participants are Indian Bharatanatyam dancer Malavika 
Sarukkai, and Nicole Seiler, a dancer, choreographer and multi-media 
artist. The discussion will be moderated by Esther Sutter, a dance expert 
and member of the council's board. Details at www.stadt-zuerich.ch 

 
One click to the website of Pro Helvetia New Delhi: www.prohelvetia.in 
  
Read the latest edition of the cultural magazine Passages: 
www.prohelvetia.ch/passages/en   
  
Information on «China 2008-2010»: www.prohelvetia.ch/china0810 
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throughout the world. 

 
Newsletter Archive    Newsletter unsubscribe    Change profile


